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Free cable television. Imaginary tax deductions. Do you take your chance to cheat? David Callahan

thinks many of us would; witness corporate scandals, doping athletes, plagiarizing journalists. Why

all the cheating? Why now? Callahan blames the dog-eat-dog economic climate of the past twenty

years: An unfettered market and unprecedented economic inequality have corroded our values and

threaten to corrupt the equal opportunity we cherish. Callahan's "Winning Class" has created a

separate moral reality where it cheats without consequences-while the "Anxious Class" believes

choosing not to cheat could cancel its only shot at success in a winner-take-all world. Updated with

a new afterword analyzing the latest on cheating from the Martha Stewart trial to the Tyco and

Enron sentencings, The Cheating Culture takes us on a gripping tour of cheating in America and

makes a powerful case for why it matters.
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Edit of 20 Dec 07 to add links.I recommend that this book be read together with John Perkins,

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man and William Greider's, The Soul of Capitalism: Opening Paths

to a Moral Economy. As a pre-amble, I would note that a Nobel Prize was given in the late 1990's to

a man that demonstrates that trust lowers the cost of doing business. Morality matters--immorality

imposes a pervasive sustained, insidious, long-term, and ultimately fatal cost on any community,

any Republic, and that is the core message of this book that most reviewers seem to be

missing.Any student of national security can tell you that one of the most important sources of



national power is the population, followed by the economy, natural resources, and then the more

traditional sources of national power: diplomacy, military, law enforcement, and government policies

generally.What this author makes clear is that our population has become a cheating population,

one that cheats in school, cheats their employer, and cheats their clients (lawyers, accountants,

doctors, all cheating). Such a population is literally undermining national security by creating false

values, and undermining true values.
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